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Anybody who had read the State-run newspaper “gorkhapatra” on June 7, 2019
would surely find the very interesting news titled “Panch Barsha Saam Miseel Pu-
gaya-na” means a file has not reach since last five years. The news stated that the
Nepali Congress leader a one-time education minister Govinda Raj Joshi, who was
indicted for the corruption case by the ruling of the Special Court, and was sentenced
to a one-and-a-half year jail term, and the bail amount of NPR 21.6 million, and the
fine accordingly, remained at large. Probably, he has been living a happy family life
not going to jail for the last five years, and he has not paid any bail amount or fines
so far.

In the last general elections held in 2017, his political party called Nepali Congress
did not favor Govinda Raj Joshi with a ticket for the candidate in his constituency. His
colleague and rival Ram Chandra Poudel received the ticket for the same
constituency. In a fury, Mr. Joshi filed his candidacy as an independent candidate in
the same constituency. So, Mr. Poudel went to the district office of the Election
Commission and complained that how the man convicted of a corruption case could
run for an office following the Election Act. Consequently, the Election Commission
revoked the candidacy of Mr. Joshi, and he could not run for any office.

His colleagues Khum Bahadur Khadka, and Gupta served the jail term of 14 months
and paid the fines and came out of the jail only to receive a hero’s welcome from his
supporters and political cadres, who met them at the prison gate. Probably, very
smart Govinda Raj Joshi avoided the jail service, a large sum of the bail amount, and
the fine. However, the ruling of the Special Court condemning Mr. Joshi to the jail
term has stayed on hanging on him.

The news in “gorkhapatra” on June 7, 2019 stated that the joint bench of two
Supreme Court justices such as Ishower Prasad Khatiwada and Sapna Pradhan Malla
had issued an order to the Commission on Investigation into Abuse of Authority
(CIAA) to submit the decision CIAA had made ‘to file the case against Govinda Raj
Joshi’ and the concerned file within 15 days.

The Supreme Court Bench also demanded the explanation in writing to the question
of why the actions should not be taken against the Secretary to CIAA and the
officials for creating hurdles and unnecessary harassment to the delivery of justice.
Even after several reminders the Supreme Court had sent to CIAA for sending the
decision the CIAA had made on charging Joshi, and the concerned file since 2014,
CIAA had not provided those documents.

In the order the joint bench of the Supreme Court had issued, it was said why the
concerned officials and the secretary to the CIAA should not be indicted for the
contempt of court following the Article 17 and Article 34 (2) for delaying the
documents the Supreme Court had asked CIAA to send, the news in “gorkhapatra”
stated.

Now, the question is how this country could stop the prime minister, ministers, and
then the secretaries to the ministers, and other officials at the high positions in the
State mechanism from abusing the authority and causing rampant irregularities in
the State businesses and in delaying the development projects to meet their
personal interest when the CIAA supposed to take the actions against the abuse of



authority had been probably abusing the authority not sending the concerned
decision and the file to the Supreme Court as demanded. The CIAA officials must
have guts to ignore the Supreme Court.

The second question is with what intention the CIAA officials had not sent the
decision on indicting Govinda Raj Joshi for irregularities and the concerned file to the
Supreme Court, and delayed the delivery of justice to Mr. Joshi. If the CIAA had no
interest in keeping Mr. Joshi out of jail probably, CIAA would have sent the
documents and the file to the Supreme Court a long time ago, and Mr. Joshi would
have received the justice accordingly.

Both Mr. Joshi and CIAA had appealed to the Supreme Court for reviewing the ruling
of the Special Court, the news in “gorkhapatra” stated. However, the case has
remained pending at the Supreme Court for the last five years, as the CIAA had
failed in providing the Supreme Court with the documents. Now obviously, the
tolerance of waiting for the documents for the Supreme Court Bench had reached the
limit; so, it issued an order to CIAA officials to send the documents otherwise they
would be indicted for the contempt of court.

The third question is whether this country needed such an independent agency as
CIAA for curbing the abuse of authority if it were to ignore even the letters of the
Supreme Court of Nepal for sending the documents in other words it did not honor
even the simple administrative work of sending the documents the Supreme Court
had asked for.

What the parliament could do to discipline any autonomous State agency such as
CIAA was to impeach its chief or the concerned members of the commission or the
commission itself could take actions against any officers or officials for indiscipline.
Both such possibilities had not been realized, yet.

In this case of not sending the documents as the Supreme Court had asked for, the
concerned responsible officials for sending such documents needed to be subject to
administrative actions for not performing their duty. That would be the rule of law.
However, again the question was who had been following the rule of law in this
country except for the common folks, who were often subjected to the police
brutality.

Would lawmakers engage in such businesses of cleaning of the irregularities in the
performances of the autonomous agencies? To answer this question in the positive
manner would be hard because the directly elected lawmakers would have pocketful
of the taxpayers’ money for the coming FY 2019. So, they did not even bother to
participate in the most important budget discussion. They did not need anything
more than what they had already received. Once they had sufficient resources to get
elected to the parliament in the next general elections they did not look back.

The House of Representatives hall had been almost empty when the budget
discussion was held. Only those lawmakers were present who wanted to speak
something about the budget, and of course the finance minister for listening to the
speakers. After completing the allotted time to speak, those lawmakers even did not
stay on for listening to what other lawmakers would say about the budget.

So, the parliamentarians who were supposed to discipline everybody in the
administration, autonomous agencies, and the State mechanism had been the most



indiscipline. With the provision for NPR 60 million per a directly elected lawmaker
made in the budget for the FY 2019, the parliament seemed to be entirely empty, as
they did not see it necessary to attend. However, most of them were there when
they needed to shout for the rise in the amount of the money they were going to
receive for the so-called development of the respective constituencies.

However, a very sincere and young lawmaker named Pradip Yadav said in the
parliament that without that money he would not be able to get elected to office next
time. The idea of doing justice to other contenders did not hit his not-so-well-shaped
head. So, he did not care for anybody.

House Speaker had to stay on no matter how many lawmakers had taken part in the
parliamentary session. He could neither skip the session as other lawmakers did nor
could disciple the parliamentarians. Poor House Speaker had to be there throughout
out the session holding the session even though only a few lawmakers there to
speak or listen, and see what had been going on. Then, the question was who really
could discipline all the indiscipline folks in this country either in the parliament or
elsewhere in the world of the State mechanism.
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